
10th Grade Honors English Summer Reading Project 

 

 
1. The required 2020-2021 school year summer reading for 10th Grade Honors English is Aleksandr 
Solzhenitsyn’s One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich. Due to limited classroom texts, students should 
purchase or borrow their own copy. If a student is unable to do this, please contact Ms. Yearsley asap to 
make other arrangements. Students may also use e-readers (check for free download of text) and make 
annotations within the e-reader software. Students must, however, bring the book (whether on an 
e-reader or in print form) to the second day of class and throughout the duration of the unit in order to 
access both the text and annotations for class discussion. Suggested version’s ISBN: 978-0-451-22814-7. 
 
2. To fully understand and appreciate the novel, carefully research and take detailed notes on the 
following prior to reading (you will need these detailed notes and any annotated research texts on the 
second day of class): 
 

1. How did the Bolsheviks come to power?  What were the goals of the Bolshevik Movement? 
2. What is a Gulag? Why were people put into Gulags? What punishments occurred in Gulags? What 

was daily life like for someone in a Gulag? 
3. Who was Joseph Stalin? What role did Joseph Stalin play in Russian History? 
4. Research Communism in Russia. What main components of the movement allowed the Gulag 

system to remain in place for so long? 
5. When and how did the Gulag era end? What impact did this era have on Russia and other parts of 

the world? 
 
You will complete an assignment based on this research. If you do not have notes prepared, you will 
receive a 0 for this assignment. 
 
3. Read the novel slowly and carefully to ensure your full understanding of the text. Use sticky notes to 
annotate passages. Insert annotated stickies into the text on the appropriate pages (slightly sticking out 
for access) for classroom reference. These will be an essential part of graded classroom discussion 
(Socratic seminar). Sticky note annotations should include, but are not limited to, the following: 
 

a. Characters and characterization 
b. Important events 
c. Meaningful/Significant quotes (not necessarily dialogue, although it can be, but text that stands 

out as memorable or profound) 
d. Themes and motifs repeated throughout the story 
e. Points of interest for class discussion  

  
4. Regardless of 1st or 2nd semester class schedule, ALL students will participate in a multiple-choice / 
matching assessment the first week of school to demonstrate understanding of the text and the historical 
research noted above. Should a student drop / change the class, the grade earned will transfer to the new 
class. In addition, students will write an open-book mini essay in class. 
 
5. During Honors English, students will participate in a two-to-three week unit discussing and analyzing 
the novel. The conclusion of this unit will include a culminating essay. Be sure to bring the novel and your 
research notes to class on the second day, regardless of whether you’re taking English first or second 
semester. 

You may email me at elizabeth_yearsley@etownschools.org with any pressing questions. 


